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Dear Church Family, 

 

This is a lovely time of year when the days are getting longer, the sunshine is 

bringing happiness, the flowers are in bloom, and hopefully we are looking 

forward to a nice holiday or break over the summer. 

 

At the same time, we know that sunshine and flowers don't solve all our 

problems. Even on the most beautiful day, we may still feel down and 

depressed about various situations in life. We know that people are going to let 

us down, problems will keep coming, and the planet will still seem like it is just 

spinning out of control.  

 

So what do we do when life gets us down? How do we handle things when we 

are disappointed in other people – or even in ourselves?  

 

Well, I find it helpful to turn to the Psalms in the Bible when I need a spiritual 

pick-me-up. The Psalms are 150 chapters – some short, some long - full of 

praise to God. But they are not just happy-go-lucky songs pretending that 

everything is okay. They are honest in their prayers – seeking God's guidance 

and direction through the difficulties of life. They don't shy away from 

depression, enemies, sickness, death, betrayal, temptation, and whatever 

other problems life brings. In their honesty and openness before the Lord, 

these Psalms declare His praise and glory. The worship of the Lord is the 

central theme of this book. The main lesson is that no matter what life brings 

us, God is still worthy of praise.  

 

Though they were written thousands of years ago, the Psalms still speak to us 

today. I encourage you to give the Psalms a read. You can add a psalm or two 

to your daily Bible reading, or read a Psalm at a different time of day than your 

usual Bible reading. As you read, make the words in these songs your prayers. 

You will find the Psalms in the middle of your Bible. There are 150 of them, 

making up the worship songs and prayers of the Israelites of the Bible. Some of 

our modern worship songs are based on these psalms.  
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In May, I'll be preaching on a handful of the Psalms. A few people in the church 

have told me their favourite Psalm, so I'll try to include those in this short 

series. Obviously, I can't preach every Psalm – at one psalm per week, that 

would take over 3 years!  

 

So here is a little guide to help you find a psalm that can be helpful with 

whatever you might be going through or what need you may have in your life. 

 

Betrayal – Psalm 41, 55 

Comfort – Psalm 9, 23 

Discouragement – Psalm 55, 121 

Fear – Psalm 27, 56 

Hopelessness – Psalm 42, 60, 91 

Illness – Psalm 32, 38 

Peace – Psalm 46, 85 

Patience – Psalm 37, 40, 130 

Safety – Psalm 17, 59 

Sorrow and Repentance – Psalm 51, Psalm 6 

Temptation – Psalm 1, 73, 101 

Tiredness – Psalm 31, 62, 90 

Thanksgiving – Psalms 65, 84, 92, 95, 100, 103, 116, 136, 147 

Threats – Psalm 34 

Worry – Psalm 46 

 

Here's a short psalm – in fact, the shortest chapter in the Bible – to close with.  

 

“Praise the LORD, all you nations; 
    extol him, all you peoples. 
For great is his love toward us,  
    and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Praise the lord.” Psalm 117 (NIV) 

 

In Christ, 

Will 
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Dates for your Diary in May/June 2022 
 
May 
Tuesday 10th MAN ALIVE Quiz and Fish and Chip Supper. 7.30pm 
 
Saturday 14th CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
   4.30pm Choirs & Cakes for Christian Aid – an hour of  
   Musical items, including the children from Granby 
   School Choir, and followed by tea and cakes.  Tickets 
   available or pay on the door. 
 
Saturday 21st Working Party from 9am – to get some much needed 

jobs done around the Church – see Duncan or Stan. 
 
JUNE 
Saturday 4th “Posh” Tea Party – to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum  
   Jubilee, 3pm.  Cost £5 – booking essential, see Dorothy 
   Or Jill or ‘phone 0116 2836422. 
 
Saturday 11th Sign-up day for HOLIDAY CLUB –  11am – 1pm. 
   Tea and cake on sale. 
 
Dates in July/August not to be missed! 
 
July 
Sunday 3rd. AYLESTONE 2022 – starting at 10.45am Fun day held on 

Aylestone Hall Gardens.  Open Air Service followed by 
bouncy castles, 

   Children’s sports, have a go at bowling on the green, 
   Live music and much, much more.  Refreshments on 
   Sale or bring a picnic. 
   This is organised by the Churches in Aylestone and is a 
   Free event thanks to a grant from the Council. 
 
Mon. 25th – Friday 29th   CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY CLUB 
   9.45 – 12.15 each morning with a BBQ on Friday Evening. 
 
Tues. 16th – Wed. 17th – Thurs. 18th.  HOLIDAY@HOME for the 3rd. Age. 
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CONGRATULATIONS      to 
 
Wendy (nee Turner) and Barry Hall 
who celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on April 29th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

They were married here at ABC in 1972 when the Service was led by Rev. Leslie 
Hilliard, and the reception, organised by friends in the church, was held in the 
church hall. 

We thank God for the blessed life they have enjoyed together, and pray for many 
more wonderful years ahead. 
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A Play on Words…. 

•  The meaning of opaque is unclear. 

• I wasn’t going to get a brain transplant but then I changed my mind. 

• Have you ever tried to eat a clock? It’s very time consuming. 

• A man tried to assault me with milk, cream and butter. How dairy! 

• I’m reading a book about anti-gravity.  I can’t put it down. 

• It’s a lengthy article about ancient Japanese sword fighters, but I can 
Sumurais it for you. 

• So what if I don’t know the meaning of the word “apocalypse”? It’s not 
the end of the world. 

• Police were called to the nursery day centre.  A 3-year old was resisting a 
rest. 

• The other day I held the door open for a clown.  I thought it was a nice 
jester. 

• Need an ark to save two of every animal?  I Noah guy. 

• I used to have a fear of hurdles, but I got over it. 

***************************** 

Well done children… 
 
Tracey and the Junior Church made 
badges and planted sunflower seeds 
to sell to raise funds for the Ukraine 
appeal.  Despite the schoolroom 
floor (and the children) being 
covered in soil, the plants were soon 
shooting up.  About £771 was raised 
and sent to Ukraine via the Baptist 
Union to bless fellow Baptists caught 
up in the invasion. 
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FUN DAY  
 

On April 12th the church opened up its doors to families in the Community 
for a children’s Fun Day and sale to raise funds for SIGMA charity. 
 

The day started with drizzle and so the Bouncy Castle was unable to 
come, however the church hall held lots of Easter Crafts and games – and 
once the doors were open crowds of children and families turned up.  
Sticking and colouring, cutting and folding, the children loved the crafts, 
many  of which included Easter eggs.  There were also stalls, the cake stall 
soon sold out, the beautiful hand crafted gifts were popular as were the 
books and bric-a-brac (especially the boxes of assorted toys to be 
rummaged through.)  Lunches of home-made soup, or quiche and salad, 
or a cheese or ham roll, proved very popular.   
 

It was a lovely day out in the Easter Holidays, and £825 was raised to 
support the work with poor people in Akividu, India. 
 

Many thanks to all who came and all who helped 
on the day. 
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              EASTER CELEBRATIONS 
 

In glorious sunshine, folks from the Churches in Aylestone, and the 
community, met on Good Friday at St. Andrews for a Bible reading and 
hymn, then paraded down to St. Edwards for a short service, giving out 
hot cross buns as they walked along.  The Parade finished at Aylestone 
Baptist, with a Service followed by tea and buns and a lovely time of 
fellowship. 

 

Easter Sunday was a wonderful celebration of the Risen Christ, as each 
person had their hands washed in fragrant oils as they came into church, 
and the church was beautifully dressed in flowers and reminders of what 
the day really means.  Maxine led the lively worship and Will gave a 
stirring message.  Thanks to Maxine’s House Group for organising such an 
inspirational day.  
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 What’s on for the 3rd Age. 
 

Lunch Club 
Thursday May 12th / 26th 
Thursday June 9th / 23rd  
Thursday July 7th  
 

Lunch Club is then closed for the Summer Break 
– restarting Sept. 15th. 
 

The Open House 
Thursday May 5th / 19th 
Thursday June  2nd / 16th / 30th 
Thursday July 14th  
 

The Open House is then closed for the Summer 
Break – restarting Sept.8th 
 

Tuesday Group 
Tuesday May 3rd / 17th / 31st 
Tuesday June 14th / 28th 
Tuesday July 12th  
 
Tuesday Group is then closed for the Summer 
Break – restarting Sept. 6th. 
 
 

The weekly meetings are having a break, but book in for the 
HOLIDAY@HOME on August 16th / 17th / 18th. 
 

Three days of fun: 
Tuesday 16th August:  Meet at 11am for coffee/quizzes etc. followed by a 
2-course lunch and afternoon of crafts suitable for ladies and gentlemen 
and all abilities.  Finishing the day with a lovely afternoon tea. 
 

Wednesday 17th August:  Meet at 11am for coffee/quizzes etc. followed 
by 2-course lunch then watch a film and finish the day with tea. 
 

Thursday 18th August:  Outing (venue to be confirmed). 
 

The cost is £10 per day – booking essential see Dorothy or Jill or ‘phone 
o116 2836422. 
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 

Wendy Chapman would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, 
and good wishes.  The operation to remove cancer was a success and she 
will not be needing further treatment. Praise God.  It’s great to see Wendy 
back with us. 
 

Wendy Hall has spent some time in hospital with pneumonia.  Wendy had 
not been well for some time but has now had wonderful care in Glenfield 
General and is on the road to recovery.  Sadly she and Barry have had to 
cancel the celebrations they had planned for their Golden Wedding, but 
hope to re-schedule for a later date. 
 

Congratulations to Rob and Hazel on their marriage on April 23rd.  We 
wish them love and happiness in the years ahead. 
 

Please continue to uphold Diane Bland, and Mike, as Diane continues with 
chemotherapy.  May God be close to them throughout these difficult 
times. 
 

Martin Pantling is due to have surgery for cancer – an operation that has 
been postponed due to his having Covid, but we pray it will now go ahead 
and that he will have a complete recovery and be restored to health.  We 
pray for God to wrap His loving arms around Martin and Elaine. 
 

Gladys Head has not been well since a fall. Please remember her in your 
prayers.  Gladys will be turning 95 on June 17th. 
 

Please also continue to pray for Rev. Brian Thomas and Beryl.  Brian was 
our minister here for over 20 years before retiring to Dorset, but he is now 
very poorly, and Beryl is caring for him at home, despite being unwell 
herself.  We pray for the love and peace of God in that home. 
 

Please remember in your prayers, our young people who are embarking 
on GCSE and A-level Exams, also those at University with end of year 
exams.  
 

Also please remember in your  prayers those with ongoing difficulties, 
Ruth Hopkins, Michael Gamble. 
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Rob & Hazel’s Wedding 

 

What a lovely day as Rob and Hazel “tied 
the knot”, surrounded by family from 
London and Scotland, and friends from 
around the country and new friends they 
have made over the past couple of years 
since moving to Aylestone. 

They would like to thank members of the 
church for helping to make the day so 
wonderful – to Will for the service, Mike for 
the service leaflets, Tracy and Rachel who 
did the flowers, Lee on the sound, Beth and 
the music group, Lucy for the cake, Stan for 
the car, Dorothy and team for organising 
the food, and many others who helped in lots of different ways to 
make a perfect day (well almost – the Bride was rather late due to 
being stuck in football traffic!).   

May God bless them and give them many happy years together. 
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PENTECOST   WORDSEARCH 

   The words below are taken from Acts 2 -  the story of the Day of Pentecost. 

    Circle the words as you find them 

P P R O S E L Y T E S A S S W 
T A T N E P E R C Y R E N E I 
H M E S O P O T A M I A A U N 
O P E T E R E Y P I I T I G D 
U H S S D F B L P B G P H N E 
S Y G A L I L E A N S Y T O S 
A L V O L R V R D M N G R T I 
N I J U D E A J O E I E A H T 
D A R P E N T E C O S T P X P 
R P O N T U S W I T H R E E A 
O R O M E D E S A I S A X S B 
L E G A U G N A L S E T E R C 

 

PENTECOST  LANGUAGE  LORD  

GALILEANS   PARTHIANS  WIND 

MEDES   ELAMITES   TONGUES 

MESOPOTAMIA  JUDEA   FIRE 

CAPPADOCIA  PONTUS   REPENT 

ASIA    PHRYGIA   BAPTISED  

PAMPHYLIA  EGYPT   SINS 

LIBYA   CYRENE   PETER 

ROME   JEWS    THREE 

PROSELYTES  CRETES   THOUSAND 

ARABIANS   DAVID 
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BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME supporting Medical Missionary Work. 

Happy Birthday and thank you to: 
 
(no birthdays in May) 
 
June 12th  Denise Vernon 
June 13th  Joyce Rowley.  
June 17th  Gladys Head. 
June 23rd  Ruth Hopkins. 
 
If you wish to join the Birthday Scheme please see Denise Vernon, who 
will add you to the list and on your special day she will send you a card 
with an envelope for you to give a donation to support this wonderful 
work. 
   ******************************** 
What do you call it? 
 
If a man has a day of rest on a Friday he is a Muslim. 
If he has a day of rest on a Saturday, he is called a Jew. 
If he has Sunday, we call him a Christian. 
What do we call him if he has Friday, Saturday and Sunday ? 
 
Answer:  Lazy ! 
 
  *********************************** 
 

Galileo, the pioneer Italian astronomer, was asked how he could reconcile 
the vastness of the universe with the idea of the care of God for every 
one of his creatures. 
He replied:  “The Sun, which has all the planets revolving around it, is able 
to ripen the smallest bunch of grapes as though it has nothing else to do 
in the universe.”  
   *************************** 
 

“When it comes to pain, God isn’t often in the business of taking it 
away….He is more of a giver than a taker.  He doesn’t take away my 
darkness, He adds light.  He doesn’t spare me thirst, He brings me water.  
He doesn’t cure my loneliness, He comes near.” 
(Singer/songwriter Nightbirde who lives with life-threatening Cancer.)  
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Events going on in our area… 
 

St. Edward the Confessor Church are celebrating 100 years of God’s 
faithfulness with a Centenary Mass on Sunday 8th May at 12noon.  Main 
Celebrant Right Revd. Bishop Patrick Joseph McKinney (Bishop of Diocese 
of Nottingham). Followed by Buffet. RSVP Email Fr. George Thomas at 
gchelackal@gmail.com or 07455307570. 
  

    ******************* 
Friar Lane & Braunstone Baptist Church are celebrating their 60th 
Anniversary and we are invited to  join them on: 
 

Saturday 21st May, 11am to 4pm.  Exhibition showing the past, present 
and future hopes of the Church.  Floral and craft displays, children’s craft 
activities, musical items including Brownie campfire songs, model railway 
and refreshments. 
Sunday 22nd May, 10.30am  Morning Service, Speaker Hayley Young (new 
President of the Baptist Union). 
Exhibitions and displays open until 3pm. 
6.30pm Praise and Worship Service. 
 

    ****************** 
 

Bruce & Louise Nadine are home from South Africa for a 4 week visit. 
They will be speaking at the following venues 

Sun 10th June at 10 a.m. - Bruce preaching at Whetstone Baptist Church - Cross 
Centred Racial Reconciliation (Ephesians 2) 
 

Wed 15th June at 5p.m. - Friar Lane & Braunstone Baptist Youth, Leicester 
 

Thur 16th June - Emmanuel School, Leicester 
 

Saturday 18th June at 10 a.m. - "The Ultimate Goal" - Men's Breakfast Event 
organised by Whetstone Baptist at Leicester Lions Rugby Club. Contact Alan 
Hewerdine for details - alan_hewerdine@hotmail.com 
 

Sunday 19th June at 10 a.m. - Bruce preaching at Church of the Martyrs, 
Leicester - Cross Centred Racial Reconciliation (Ephesians 2) 
 

Wednesday 20th June at 7.30 pm. - Mission Evening at Sutton Elms Baptist 
Church 
 

Sunday 26th June at 10.30 a.m. - Central Baptist Church, Leicester 
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Help Jessica turn hunger into hope 

Drought starves. It robs women of the power to farm and grow food for their 

families. 

In rural Zimbabwe, seven out of ten women rely on farming to earn a living and 

provide for their families. But with no rain, women and men can’t grow enough 

food, and they struggle to provide for their children. In times of drought, many 

families can only afford to eat one bowl of porridge a day. 

Women are hungrier. Mums often skip meals to share what little food they have 

with their children. 

One of these mums is Jessica Mwedzi. Drought makes every day a struggle for 

survival. Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a good meal. Hungry to earn a decent 

living. Hungry to provide a more hopeful future for her family. 

As the climate crisis rages on, vulnerable communities in Zimbabwe, like 

Jessica’s, face the threat of more intense droughts, flooding and storms. 

‘Women are at the mercy of climate change and hunger,’ she says. 

Together, we can restore justice to our world. But we need to act now. 

This Christian Aid Week (15-21 May), your gift could help Jessica grow 

drought-resistant crops. Donate today to help women like Jessica turn their dry, 

dusty land into a garden of hope. 

· £5 could buy water taps for a community garden 

· £15 could buy drought-resistant seeds like sorghum or millet to help 10 

farmers like Jessica to grow food 

· £60 could train 50 women farmers to adapt and grow food in the changing 

climate 

· £250 could help a family build a storeroom and provide seeds and fertilisers 

Stand in solidarity with mums like Jessica and help empower them to provide 

food – and hope – for their families. 

Join us by donating at caweek.org 
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Aylestone Baptist Church 
Lutterworth Road Aylestone Leicester LE2 8PE ‘Ph 0116 2832527 

Minister  Rev. Will Hall  
 
 

Weekly & Fortnightly Activities  

 

Sunday 
          10.00am      Morning Service / Junior Church / Crèche Facilities  
                            Communion on the third Sunday of each month 
          
    
Tuesday  
      11.00am   3rd Age Tuesday Fellowship & Bible Study (Fortnightly)  
                         
           
Thursday  
    11.00am           Community Lunch Club (Fortnightly)  
    11.00am                        The Open House. For the over 50’s   (Fortnightly)  
                          
     
         Loop System Installed  

 
                 
                

                 Wheel   Chair Access  
 
 

         

WC Facilities  

       
Church Membership, Baptism, Infants Dedication, Weddings, 
Funerals, House Groups, Community Lunch Club, The Open House. 
 
To find out more about church membership, Baptism, Youth & 
Children’s activities. Or any of the activities  
Contact our minister Rev. Will Hall  email: aylestonebc@gmail.com  

 
AND VISIT OUR WESITE 

www.aylestonebaptistchurch.org.uk 
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU  
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