
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

March and April 
2022 

Church Magazine 
 



Dear friends, 

With winter coming to an end and spring around the corner, we have much to 

look forward to as a church. In this magazine you'll read about all our news and 

upcoming events, see how we are engaging with the community and with the 

wider world, and of course have a few jokes and activities for fun. 

I'm very pleased to say that we have moved into the new manse! Praise the 

Lord! We are loving our new home and enjoying finally being settled after 

many months of transition. Katelyn especially loves having the space to run 

around and play with her toys, and we are enjoying being able to unpack all our 

boxes. It's like Christmas all over again!  

I'd like to say a special “Thank you” to everyone who helped out with the 

move. And special thanks goes to Barry Hall, without whom none of it would 

have been possible. 

In February our church began a series in the book of Matthew, looking at what 

“vision” God wants us, as a church, to have. We'll continue this series, right up 

until Easter. Here's an outline of the themes in this series: 

Feb 20: Vision for the Word of God (Matthew 4:1-11) 

Feb 27: Vision for Growth (Matthew 14:13-21) 

March 6: Vision for Radical Faith (Matthew 14:22-36) 

March 13: Vision for Young People (Matthew 19:13-15) 

March 20: Vision for Evangelism (Matthew 28:18-20) 

March 27: Vision for Generous Giving (Matthew 6:19-21) 

April 3: Vision for Praying with Passion (Matthew 26:36-46) 

April 10: Vision for Forgiveness (Matthew 27:32-56) 

April 17: Vision for New Life (Matthew 28:1-10) 

There's so much in these themes and in these passages – you'll just have to 

come each week to find out what they are all about.  
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As we think about what God wants us to see, we think about how our vision 

shapes our lives – what we do with our time, how we spend our money, what 

we believe, and what we prioritise. As Christians, our vision for life is based on 

our Christian worldview. A worldview is simply how we see the world – the 

filter through which we process what we experience, see, and hear. Everyone 

has a worldview – the big picture of how we see the world and view reality.  

Our Christian worldview is shaped by what we read in God's Word and by the 

power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is because of these truths that we view 

the world and life differently than those who don't know Jesus. The sacrificial 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are central truths that provide a 

framework for the rest of our worldview.  Knowing that Christ died for our sins 

and then rose from the dead gives us a completely new perspective on the 

meaning of life. We are able to face any obstacle or fear because we know that 

our Saviour has overcome death itself. We aren't bound to our old way of living 

or the temptations of the world because we know we've been set free. Our 

worldview is transformed once we commit ourselves to the truths of God's 

kingdom. Those who don't share our beliefs view the world differently and will 

have a different take on the meaning of life.  

So as we look forward to Easter, we celebrate God's miraculous work and the 

renewal He brings. We remember Jesus' death on the cross and His glorious 

resurrection. We celebrate the salvation He gives us and the eternal life we 

inherit as part of that promise. Because of His death, we can live. Because of 

His resurrection, we can spend eternity in heaven with Him. Because of His 

grace and love, we have been given a renewed life and a transformed 

worldview. And as we learn more of His truths and draw closer to Him, we can 

have a clearer vision for the things He wants us to see.  

Celebrating with you, 

Will 
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All-Age Services – The first Sunday of each month! 

If you're new to church, if you find church a bit confusing, or if you just want to 

experience something a bit different, then come check out our all-age service 

on the first Sunday of each month (10am). 

We try to make it interesting and appealing to everyone by using games and 

competitions. We've had competitions such as a quizzes, charades, pictionary, 

and even a relay race through the church. What we really aim for is everyone 

getting involved and participating in the Bible story rather than just listening to 

a talk. We usually break into teams for the activities, so feel free to invite your 

friends and family so you can compete with them (or maybe against them?!).  

I promise I will do my best to make it interesting each month. And I'll even try 

to remember the prizes for the winning team (sorry if your team has won 

before and not gotten a prize)! Please let me know if you have ideas or want to 

be involved.   See you there ! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BEN & VICTORIA ON THEIR RECENT WEDDING ! 

 

 

3 



BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME  in aid of medical missionary work. 

 

Happy Birthday and thank you to: 

March 

11th  Ruth German 

14th  Ron Walton – Happy 70th Ron ! 

27th  Mary Shipton 

30th  Lucy Satchell. 

April 

1st  Tracy Bryan 

14th  Brenda Tester 

23rd  Diane Bland 

24th  Helena Barratt. 

(If you wish to join the Birthday Scheme – please see Denise Vernon.) 

 

   ******************************* 

 

 Lord of all pots and pans and things, 

 Since I’ve not time to be a saint by doing 
lovely things, 

 Or watching late with Thee,  

 Or dreaming in the dawn light, 

 Or storming Heaven’s gates. 

 Make me a saint by getting meals and  

 Washing up the plates.  

      (anon) 
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Dates  for your Diary 

MARCH 2022 

Sunday 6th  Church AGM and Church Meeting after service. 

Saturday 12th Safeguarding training. 

Saturday 19th Man Alive Men’s meeting. 

APRIL 2022 

Monday 11th Service with Christian Police Assoc., 6pm at Enderby Police HQ, 
                        please see Stan for more details and to book if you wish to attend. 
 
Tuesday 12th Family Fun Day to raise funds for SIGMA 

   Man Alive Men’s Meeting. 

Thursday 14th 12 noon Maundy Thursday Communion Service followed 

    by lunch.  All welcome 

Friday 15th  GOOD FRIDAY.  March of Witness with all churches in 

   Aylestone, starting at St. Andrews at 10am, then to St. Edwards 

   and finishing at ABC for a short service and coffee/tea and hot  

   Cross Buns. 

Sunday 17th EASTER SUNDAY 

Saturday 23rd The Wedding of Rob and Hazel. 

 

Keep these dates:  

May 14th:   Choirs & cakes for Christian Aid. (C.A. Week 16th – 22nd May) 

May 21st:   Church working party - catching up on work around the building. 

Sat. 4th June, “posh” afternoon tea to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

Sun. July 3rd,  “Aylestone 2022” Event in the Park – Open Air Service, music, 
games for all ages – keep the date and think about volunteering! 

July 25th – 29th,  Children’s HOLIDAY CLUB.  If you can help see Beth. 

August 16 - 18th  HOLIDAY@HOME for the 3rd. Age – full details nearer the time. 
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SMALL GROUPS AT AYLESTONE BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

In his sermon ‘ Vision for growth’ Our minister Will was telling us how 
important in his experience small groups are for encouraging growth. 
He highlighted the groups which are meeting at various times and places 
 

Home groups - weekly 
Tuesday evening – host Maxine Elliott 
Thursday evening – host Julie Lovatt  
 

Home groups – fortnightly  [these are new groups starting soon] 
Tuesday daytime – host Hazel & Rob Turner [ alternates with Tuesday Group] 
Thursday evening [provisionally]  – hosts Jill Walton / David Statham 
Also 
3rd age Tuesday Group– fortnightly at the Church [see 3rd age page 9]  
 
 

Men’s meeting –  ‘MAN ALIVE’ MEETS once a month – Inaugural meeting :- 
 

MAN ALIVE  

BREAKFAST 
 

 

Saturday, 19th March , 2022   
Meet at the Church at 9.30 ready to go together to the 

Drew’s Café.  
 
 
To get further details of the above please contact the Church 0116 283 2527 
Or email   aylestonebc@ gmail.com    
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Church Family News 

Congratulations to Ben and Victoria, whose wedding was blessed at our church 
on 6th January, followed by a lively lunch and African dancing enjoyed by family 
and many members of the church.  We wish them a blessed and happy life 
together. 

Congratulations too to Wendy and Barry Hall who celebrate their Golden 
Wedding on April 29th.  50 years together has been a wonderful blessing for 
them and their family and we wish them many more.  

We look forward to Rob and Hazel’s wedding on 23rd April and pray all will go 
well with the preparations. 

Our sympathies to Stanley and Dorothy Mackley, Beth, Lucy, Manoj and Hannah 
and families, on the death of Stanley’s identical twin, James (Jim).  Jim had 
been ill for many years with a rare condition called Amyloidosis.  In 2006 
Stanley was able to donate stem cells for a transplant that gave Jim a good life 
for more years than had been expected, but finally his body succumbed to the 
illness.  

Jim was a member of ABC for some years, he was baptised by Rev. Brian 
Thomas in November 1989, served as Church Treasurer, and with his fine voice 
took part in the Christian Musicals we performed at the time.  After his 
marriage to Gail, they moved to Countesthorpe where Jim served the Lord at 
St. Andrews C.of.E, making a difference to the lives of those around him.      
 We thank God for a life well lived.  

We continue to pray for Diane and Mike Bland as Diane goes through her 
treatment, we miss Diane for all the help she gave at Lunch Club and Open 
House and pray she will be able to join us again in the near future. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Kath North, whose beloved son-in-law, Chris, 
passed away after a very difficult illness.  May the God of Comfort enfold in His 
loving arms, Kath’s daughter and all the family as they mourn a brave and very 
loved young man. 

Also please uphold in your prayers, Rev. Brian Thomas, who is very poorly and 
being nursed at home by Beryl, who is herself not well.  Oh Lord, wrap your 
loving arms around these loyal servants of Yours.  

Also please remember Ruth Hopkins in Grey Ferrers Care Home. 
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The Psalm 23 Garden. 

Based on what must be the best known Psalm, the Bible 
Society’s garden at September 2021 RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show was a triumph of design and won yet another Gold 
medal for its creator, Sarah Eberle – not to mention an 
award for Best Construction and Best Sanctuary Garden. 

 

But winning medals wasn’t the point of it, of course. In an age when – in the 
West at least – Scripture is often ignored or forgotten, the Psalm 23 Garden was 
a way of saying to huge numbers of people, “The Bible has something to say to 
you today”.  Its depiction of the green pastures and quiet waters spoke of the 
times of rest we experience in our lives, and particularly of the healing power 
of God’s Creation. 

The water falling into the pool evoked refreshment, but it was not a 
comfortable landscape – the stepping stones and the huge rocks created a 
sense of difficulty and danger, a reference to the ‘valley of the shadow of death’ 
of which the psalmist speaks.  At the same time it was a place of life and 
movement – not just because of the falling water, but because it was quickly 
colonised by insects of all kinds. 

The whole garden spoke of a passage through life, through good times and bad, 
with the Good Shepherd as our guide and guardian, and an eternal home at the 
end of the journey. 

Whilst the Show may be 
over, this is not the end of 
the garden. It has been re-
created at the new 
Winchester Hospice, and 
will provide a place of 
spiritual nourishment and 
reflection for patients, their 
families and the hospice 
staff for many years to 
come.  It will be clearly 
identified as the Psalm 23 Garden, and those who may be at a very difficult 
stage of their lives will be pointed again to the God who loves them and walks 
with them to the end.  (Extract from “Word in Action”, Bible Soc.) 
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What’s on for the 3rd Age during March/April. 

Lunch Club 

Fortnightly, a 3-course meal for £5.  No need to book 
– we also cater for vegetarians and there is a gluton 
free option.  Church open for coffee from 11am, meal 
served at 12.45. Be assured of a warm welcome. 

March:  Thursday 3rd / 17th / 31st 

April:     Thursday 14th – includes Maundy Thursday 
Communion Service at 12-o-clock, followed by meal. 
All welcome. 

                                                        Thursday 28th. 

The Open House 

Alternate Thursdays to the Lunch Club, Church 
open from 11am for coffee, chat, knitting, board 
games, quizzes, with light lunch served at 12.30. 
Cost £3. Everyone welcome.  

March:   Thursday 10th / 24th 

April:      Thursday 7th / 21st 

 

Tuesday Group 

This group of ladies and gentlemen meet at 11am 
fortnightly on a Tuesday, for a coffee and chat, 
followed at 11.30 by a look at a passage in the Bible, 
and discussion and questions.  If you are a Christian, 
or someone who wants to know more, come along 
where you will find a warm welcome, friendship, and 
support. A light lunch is served after the meeting [a 
donation of £2 helps cover the cost] 

March:      Tuesday  8th / 22nd 

April:         Tuesday 5th.  No meeting on the 19th 

May:          Tuesday 3rd 
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GRANDMA’S  BOOK 

 

My Grandma kept her bible out 

Where everyone could see, 

Her thoughts of it were so devout, 

She felt that it should be 

Where it could dominate that room, 

Reminding all who passed of 

Virtues that they should assume, 

And hold to very fast. 

With rev’rent hands my Grandma took 

Her pen, and deftly wrote 

Upon the flyleaf of The Book 

All family dates of note. 

The births, deaths and wedding dates 

Of all within the clan;  all items big 

Enough to rate the Book God gave to man. 

My Grandma, I recall, would often take 

A restful nap, in Sunset years, in 

Shoulder shawl, her Bible in her lap; 

Would hearts and minds be so instilled 

That faith and freedom shine, 

If this, our land, had not been filled 

With Grandma’s just like mine. 
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  “Down Turn, Up Turn and Outreach” 
Ten Church members went to Church when fine, 
   When it started raining - then there were nine. 
 

Nine Church members stayed up very late, 
   One overslept himself – then there were eight. 
 

Eight Church members on the road to Heaven, 
   One joined a cycling club – then there were seven. 
 

Seven Church members heard of Sunday “flicks”, 
   One thought he’d like to go – then there were six. 
 

Six Church members kept the fellowship alive, 
   One subscribed to SKY TV – then there were five. 
 

Five Church members loyal to the core, 
   The minister upset one – then there were four. 
 

Four Church members invited out to tea, 
   One could not leave in time – then there were three. 
 

Three Church members sang the service through, 
   Got a tune they didn’t know – then there were two. 
 

Two Church members argued who should run 
   The annual Christmas market – then there was one. 
 
One Church member knew what to do, 
   Get a friend to come along – then there were two. 
 
Two loyal members each brought one more, 
   So their numbers doubled – then there were four. 
 
Four ardent members simply couldn’t wait 
   Till they got four others – then there were eight. 
 
Eight eager members seeking round for souls 
   Praying, working, witnessing – drew them in in shoals.          
 
Scores at all the meetings, cramming every hall, 
   God give us eager members to serve and give their all. 
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Time for a Chuckle !  
A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood.  
Trying to make it clearer, she said, “Now class, if I stood on 
my head, the blood as you know, would run into it, and I 
would turn red in the face.” 
“Yes” the class said. 
“Then why is it that while I am standing upright in the 
ordinary position the blood doesn’t run into my feet?” 
A little fellow shouted, “Cause your feet ain’t empty.” 
 
Answers to the quiz ? 
The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 decibels. 
 

The Epistles were the wives of the Apostles. 
 

One of the Opossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan. 
 

Christians have only one spouse.  This is called Monotony. 
 

News sheet bloomers: 
This evening at 7.00pm there will be hymn singing in the park across from the 
church.  Bring a blanket and prepare to sin. 
 

During the absence of our minister, we enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing a 
good sermon when JF Stubbs supplied our pulpit. 
 

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him 
their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning. 
    **************** 
A boat crashed onto the rocks and began to sink. 
“Does anyone know how to pray? Shouted the skipper. 
“Yes, I do”, cried a zealous Christian, leaping to his feet. 
“Good” said the skipper, “You pray, the rest of us will put on our life-jackets.  
We’re one short.” 
 
The rector of a church in Nottinghamshire was visiting an aged and ailing 
parishioner. 
She fixed him with a stern gaze. 
“When I die, rector,” she insisted, “I want you to take my funeral.  I can’t hear 
that young curate at all.” 
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SIGMA UPDATE - The Church in Akividu and the new Church Plants continue to 
grow. The following are some of the messages I have received just in February  
telling of the transforming power of the gospel. 
 
‘drug addicted man changed through the message. Praise God. Sunday many 
miracles. Our God working mightily’ 

 

‘a lady gave testimony about how she and her son were 
healed from Covid through prayer, another saying how 
her family has been blessed through prayer. God has 
done wonders in her family’ 
 

‘ A man is crying and giving his testimony about his son almost gone to death. 
Our mighty God raised from death ’ 
 

‘on Saturday preached in remote village, praise God all are hearing the Gospel. 
Ministry increasing day by day. God doing mighty miracles, all are surprised 
about the power of Jesus’ 
 

‘ The Holy Spirit moving very high, God doing big 
miracles. God raised new born child from death. God 
opening all the doors, ministry expanding.  
 

 
The SIGMA project helps to enable the  Church in 
Akividu  to provide small monthly pensions for 
widows, regularly provide food and daily necessities 
for needy families and train and support ‘evangelists’ 
and their wives. [evangelists are men who look after 
the day by day running of the village Churches] 

 
Our minister Will was preaching on 27th February about the feeding of the 
5000, and reminded us that the ‘little pieces’ of lunch the small boy provided 
enabled the 5000 men plus women & children to be fed. The ‘little pieces’ we 
can do or give to the work of God are so important as He can transform them 
into abundance for the growing of His kingdom. The many gifts large and small 
that our friends give us for the SIGMA project are enabling all the wonderful 
happenings above half a world away transforming lives both Spiritually and 
practically of many poor and deprived people. God bless you! 
 
If you want support SIGMA in this work please see Stan or Dorothy 
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      15                                      answers from Stan 



Easter meditation by S.M. Lockridge pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in San 
Diego from 1953 to 1993. 

It’s Friday - Jesus is praying 
Peter’s a sleeping, Judas is betraying 
But Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday -  Pilate’s struggling 
The council is conspiring, the crowd is vilifying 
They don’t even know that Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday - The disciples are running like sheep without a shepherd 
Mary’s crying, Peter is denying 
But they don’t know that Sunday’s a comin’ 

It’s Friday -  The Romans beat my Jesus, they robe him in scarlet 
They crown him with thorns. 
But they don’t know that Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday -  See Jesus walking to Calvary His blood dripping 
His body stumbling and his spirit’s burdened 
But you see, it’s only Friday - Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday -  The world’s winning, people are sinning and evil’s grinning 

It’s Friday - The soldiers nail my Saviour’s hands to the cross 
They nail my Saviour’s feet to the cross 
And then they raise him up next to criminals 

It’s Friday -  But let me tell you something - Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday - The disciples are questioning what has happened to their King 
And the Pharisees are celebrating that their scheming has been achieved 
But they don’t know  it’s only Friday - Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday -  He’s hanging on the cross feeling forsaken by his Father 
Left alone and dying can nobody save him? 
Ooooh - It’s Friday - But Sunday’s comin’ 

It’s Friday - The earth trembles, the sky grows dark 
My King yields his spirit 

It’s Friday - Hope is lost, death has won 
Sin has conquered and Satan’s just a laughin’ 

It’s Friday - Jesus is buried a soldier stands guard and a rock is rolled into place 

But it’s Friday -  It is only Friday - Sunday is a comin’!    
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Aylestone Baptist Church 
Lutterworth Road Aylestone Leicester LE2 8PE ‘Ph 01162836422 

Minister  Rev. Will Hall  
 
 

Weekly & Fortnightly Activities  

 

Sunday 
          10.00am      Morning Service / Junior Church / Crèche Facilities  
                            Communion on the third Sunday of each month 
          
    
Tuesday  
      11.00am   3rd Age Tuesday Fellowship & Bible Study (Fortnightly)  
                         
           
Thursday  
    11.00am           Community Lunch Club (Fortnightly)  
    11.00am                                                    The Open House. For the over 50’s   (Fortnightly)  
                          
     
         Loop System Installed  

 
                 
                

                 Wheel   Chair Access  
 
 

         

WC Facilities  

       
Church Membership, Baptism, Infants Dedication, Weddings, 
Funerals, House Groups, Community Lunch Club, The Open House. 
 
To find out more about church membership, Baptism, Youth & 
Children’s activities. Or any of the activities  
Contact our minister Rev. Will Hall  email: aylestonebc@gmail.com  

 
AND VISIT OUR WESITE 

www.aylestonebaptistchurch.org.uk 
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU  

mailto:aylestonebc@gmail.com
http://www.aylestonebaptistchurch.org.uk/

