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Dear Friends, 
I was so pleased to hear the news that the members of Aylestone Baptist Church 
have voted for me to become your new minister. I have accepted this role with 
humility and anticipation. My family and I look forward to joining you in 
September. God has a lot in store for this church and our community, and I am 
excited to be a part of it. 
 
I'd like to say a big “Thank you” to all of you who came out to vote. I know it 
wasn't easy for some of you, so thank you for making the effort. While I haven't 
been able to meet all of you in person yet – and those I have met have often 
been behind a mask or at a distance – I look forward to getting to know each of 
you and your families soon. 
 
I'd also like to say “Thank you” to the deacons, search team, Ellie the moderator, 
and the team at the East Midlands Baptist Association for all the work they've 
put into the process of me becoming your new minister. Be sure to thank them 
for their hard work over the years. 
For those of you who read this magazine who are not part of the Aylestone 
Baptist Church family, I'd like to personally invite you to join us. This is an 
exciting time in the life of our church, and there's no better time to be part of it. 
With lockdowns at their end and more people feeling comfortable returning to 
church, you will be more than welcome to come see what we're all about. 
As my family and I make our move, I would really appreciate your prayers over 
the next few months. Here are a few ways you can pray for us: 

• Pray for my family as we transition from our current roles to this new role 
in Aylestone. 

• Pray for the move from Nottingham. 
• Pray for the sale of the current manse and for a new manse. 
• Pray for God's vision and wisdom as I prepare for my first few months at 

ABC. 

Feel free to send me a message or question - and let me know how I can pray 
for you. I look forward to being with you soon and growing in Christ together. 
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him 
be glory both now and forever! Amen.” (2 Peter 3:18) 
 
Yours in Christ, 
William Hall 
william3hall@gmail.com 
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Sunday Services for July/August 2021 
Services are normally held at 10am in church and live streamed. 
 
JULY 
 
Sunday 4th   Service led by Maxine Elliott with Martin Gage  
    Preaching.  Theme:  John Ch.9 v 1 – 41. 
    David Statham will be brought into membership. 
 
Sunday 11th  Service led by Elaine Pantling with Graham Hill 
    Preaching.  Theme:  John Ch. 10 v 1 – 21. 
 
Sunday 18th  Service led by Lucy Satchell with Pippa Berry  
    Preaching.   Theme:  John Ch.10 v 22 – 42. 
    Service includes Communion. 
 
Sunday 25th  Service led by Wendy Hall with Will Hall preaching. 
    Theme:  John Ch.11 v 1 – 57 
 

AUGUST 
 
Sunday 1st   Stan Mackley will be leading and preaching. 
    Theme:  John Ch.12 v 1 – 11 
 
Sunday 8th   Service led by Elaine Robinson with Tim Fergusson 
    Preaching.   Theme:  John Ch.12 v 12 – 50 
 
Sunday 15th  Graham Hill will be leading and preaching. 
    Theme:  John Ch. 13 v 1 – 17.  Service includes 
          Communion. 
 
Sunday 22nd  Service led by Rachel Draper with Maxine Elliott 
    Preaching.  Theme:  John Ch.13 v 18-30. 
 
Sunday 29th  Service led by Maxine Elliott with Will Hall preaching. 
    Theme:  John Ch. 13 v 31 – Ch.14 v 14. 
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  Afternoon tea in a box 
 

As current guidelines are still urging caution, we have 
decided not to open the church for an afternoon tea 
and instead supplying “take-away teas”. 
 
If you would like to order  
please phone or text 07825 586677      
or    email:  stanmackley@btinternet.com 
 

Afternoon Tea in a Box – what you will receive 
 
Selection of Sandwiches (vegetarian option available) 
 
Packet of crisps. 
 
2 x cheese scones. 
 
1 slice of fruit cake  
 
2 x Cup cakes 
 
2 x Cream and Jam scones. 
 
1 individual cheesecake 
 
1 individual Caramel cream pie. 
 
And when you collect you can choose a book to make your Afternoon 
complete. 
 
Cost:  £15 
 
Collection Date: Saturday 24th July between 1.30 and 2.30pm 
From Aylestone Baptist Church. 
 

All proceeds to ABC manse fund.   
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B.M.S. Birthday Scheme. 
Sharing birthdays with those supported by BMS: 
Happy birthday and Thank You to: 
 
July 21st  Grace Elliot 
July 23rd  Maxine Elliot 
July 25th  Duncan Ellis 
July 27th  Sarah Brazier 
July 29th  Angela Wafforne 
July 31st  Steve Gray. 
 
August 4th  Sophie Gray. 
August 4th  Aaron Johnson Muskwe. 
August 10th Annette Johnson. 
August 18th Stanley Mackley. 
 
 ******************************************** 

The Mummy Test ! 
 

I was out walking with my 4 year old daughter.  She 
picked up something from the ground and started to 
put it in her mouth.  I took the item away and I asked 
her not to do that. 
 

“Why?” my daughter asked.  “Because it’s been on the 
ground.  You don’t know where it’s been and it’s dirty 
and probably has germs” I replied. 
 

At this point, my daughter looked at me with total admiration and asked, 
“Mummy, how do you know all this stuff?  You are so smart.”  I was thinking 
quickly, “All mums know this stuff.  It’s on the Mummy Test.  You have to 
know it, or they don’t let you be a mummy.” 
 

We walked along in silence for two or three minutes, but she was evidently 
pondering this new information. 
 

“OH… I get it!” she beamed.  “So if you don’t pass the test you have to be the 
daddy.” 
 

“Exactly,”  I replied back, with a big  smile on my face. 
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PENTECOST service was a truly joyful occasion with balloons and cake to 
celebrate the birth of the Church.  After the service 
everyone who attended, and those who were 
watching from home, received a “party bag” 
containing quizzes and puzzles and of course CAKE !   
It was a lovely day but of course we are missing those 
of our fellowship who are not yet feeling comfortable 
with worshipping in person.  We hope and pray for the 
day when we can all meet and worship together again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

********************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who helped and donated to Christian Aid Week this year.  We 
were not able to raise money in the usual way due to COVID19, but still we 
raised £580 
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            “God does not call the qualified,  

                but qualifies the called.” 
 



Church Family News 
 
Our dear sister JEAN DIXON passed away to be with her Lord after a long and 
brave battle with cancer.  Jean had said she felt very blessed with all the 
cards, flowers and good wishes she received on her 90th birthday just shortly 
before her death.  Jean was born in Derby and moved to live in Aylestone on 
Conaglen Rd. when she married Gordon, and where she had lived throughout.  
She had one son, Daryl, who came to Sunday School at our church as a boy.  
Our sympathy to Daryl and his family, and to all Jean’s family and many 
friends.  She will be sadly missed by all, by her Church family, and Tuesday 
Bible study friends. 
 
Please support Diane Bland and Mike as Diane has been diagnosed with 
breast cancer.  Diane has been undergoing many tests and scans to decide on 
her treatment, a very stressful time, and we assure her of our prayerful 
support and any practical help she and Mike might need. 
 
Congratulations to Pauline Hopkins on the birth of her granddaughter, Ava, 
may God bless that little family. 
 
Congratulations to Joyce Rowley on her 90th birthday. Joyce would like to say 
“thank you” for all the cards and flowers she received on her special day. 
 
Please continue to pray for those who are no longer able to join with us in our 
weekly worship.  Michael Gamble had a fall, and is not well.  Ruth Hopkins is 
comfortable in the Care home.  She has had a number of spells in hospital and 
is very well at the moment. 
 
Eric Clarke has been diagnosed with a heart condition and is undergoing tests 
to find the best treatment.  Please support Eric and Maureen in your daily 
prayers. 
 
We said “thank you” to Ellie Cockbill, who has been 
our Moderator for the  past 2 years, and guided us 
on our journey to finding our new minister.  We 
wish Ellie every blessing as she moves on to new 
adventures. 
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AYLESTONE BAPTIST CHURCH invites you to 
 

Holiday@Home 2021 
 

For the over 50s  
 

Although it won’t be quite the same this year, we 
are putting on a two day Holiday@Home within the  
bounds of Covid restrictions, with limited numbers 
and booking essential. 
 

The dates are:    Wednesday 11th  & Thursday  12th 
August 2021  
 

Wednesday 11th August. 
 

Meet at the Church 11.30 – 12.30 for quizzes and coffee. 
12.45   Two course lunch. 
 
2pm  Film afternoon – “This Beautiful Fantastic”, a lovely film that is 
   funny, sad, a bit romantic – ideal for a summer afternoon.   
 
4.30pm Afternoon tea and home. 
 
 

Thursday 12th August 
 

Meet at the church 11.30 – 12.30 for quizzes and coffee. 
 
12.45 Two course lunch. 
 
2pm  “Cabaret”…  with Beth singing, Elaine bringing us a sketch 
   And more to be confirmed. 
 
4.30pm Afternoon tea and home. 
 
Cost per day  £10. 
 
Book with Dorothy:  0116 2836422/07720384903 or Stan 07825 586677 
to secure your place. 
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The Arrival of the Slugs ! 
 

Were there slugs crawling round in the Garden of Eden? 
Have they really been here since the dawn of our time? 
If there were, then I’m sure that young Eve would have noticed 
Those slippery, silvery trails of slime. 
 

And she’d have said “Oi ! 
What’s that mess on my carpet 
Of grasses and flowers and leaves so sublime? “ 
She’d have got out her dustpan and swept them up smartly 
And thrown them away with the rest of the grime. 
 

Were there slugs on the earth when old  Noah got his orders? 
Did they file on in twos for a cruise on the Ark ? 
If there were, Mrs. Noah, I’m sure would have noticed 
That things were more slippery than they’d been at the start. 
 

And she’d have said, “Oi, Now look what you’re doing, 
Leaving that nasty mess over my floor” 
She’d have got out her polish and cleaned up behind them – 
That’s after she’d shown them, politely, the door. 
 

Were there really some slugs when God sat back in heaven, 
When He smiled and He said, Whew, I’ve finished my world.” 
I’m sure He’d have noticed those mucousy mutants 
And realised at once a mistake had occurred. 
 

But maybe, much awed by His own great Creation, 
He only noticed their silvery flares, 
And since He was tired and over-excited 
Said, “This is my rest day – I’ll leave them down there.”  
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SIGMA UPDATE 
Thanks to the generosity of the Church, our regular donors and those buying 
Dorothy’s cakes and pies, we have been able to send lots of support to our 
friends at Calvary Baptist Church in Akividu, India. 
The devastating effects of Covid in India are well covered on our media, and 
more recently they have also reported the desperate increase in ‘black 
fungus’ infections which is making things even 
worse. This fungal infection causes death to many, 
but also loss of sight or limbs to others. This 
infection is around in Akividu, and the vitamins and 
food that our partners in the gospel there are 
distributing is helping people resist this new 
problem too. 
Apart from the sad loss of Yesupadam earlier in the 
year, Suguna’s brother, who had some underlying health problems, has also 
recently died from Covid, as have some of their neighbours locally. 
Please continue to pray for strength and protection for Sukumar, Suguna, 
Samuel, Anitha and their families as they seek to serve the poor people in 
their community.  

Recently they have started to put money aside so 
that they can give poor widows a small monthly 
‘pension’ through the Sigma project. There is little or 
no government help for these people. 
Our on-going support is making these initiatives 
possible. 
 
         A young lady who     
         attended one of the    
         children’s centres in the            

                                                       past, now helping to 
                                                       distribute vitamins etc. 

                                                     
                                                              
Ladies collecting food, 
medicine etc. from the 
Church.                                                                                                    
                                            
                                                                 
                                  
  

Please note – you can still order pies, cakes, 

scones etc. from Dorothy’s homemade fayre  
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A Quotation to ponder…… 
 
If love is the soul of Christian existence, it must be at the heart of every other 
Christian virtue. 
Thus, for example: 
 
Justice without love is legalism. 
Faith without love is ideology. 
Hope without love is self-centeredness. 
Forgiveness without love is self-abasement; 
Fortitude without love is recklessness. 
Generosity without love is extravagance. 
Care without love is mere duty. 
Fidelity without love is servitude. 
 
Every virtue is an expression of love.   
No virtue is really a virtue unless it is permeated, or informed, by LOVE. 
 
       (Richard P. McBrien) 
 
   ************************************* 
Fox cubs, spotted & photographed by Ben Blackford on an evening walk 
across the Aylestone Meadows. 
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THE SEVEN  ‘I AM’ SAYINGS OF JESUS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL 
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A new access ramp to the Great Central Way in Aylestone 
After many years of campaigning by AMAS [ Aylestone Meadows Appreciation 
Society] and others – and a number of different design proposals, the Leicester 
City Council have  built a lovely new ramp to access the Great Central Way path 
from the car park at the bottom of Marsden Lane. This will be a great help for 
disabled people, cyclists and young families with push chairs, bikes etc.  
 

The project began in January with preparatory groundwork and the contractors 
worked hard though some awful weather and finally completed it at the end of 
May, ready for the opening on 8th June by Ann Hayto, who had led the AMAS 
campaign and Janet Hambleton with Leicester Mayor Sir Peter Soulsby, 
Councillor Adam Clark, representatives of the contractors and community. 
 

Already there have been some very positive comments about its great benefits, 
 

From a cold snowy muddy field in Feb   to  an aesthetically pleasing ramp in May  

 Dog walkers enjoying the ramp  
     

Opening on 8th June 
 
                                  The ramp is very well lit for those   
                                      dark  mornings and evenings 
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A poem by Mary Anne Perrone. 

I am no longer waiting for a special occasion; I burn the best candles on 
ordinary days. 
I am no longer waiting for the house to be clean; I fill it with people 
who understand that even dust is Sacred. 
I am no longer waiting for everyone to understand me; It’s just not 
their task 
I am no longer waiting for the perfect children; my children have their 
own names that burn as brightly as any star. 
I am no longer waiting for the other shoe to drop; It already did, and I 
survived. 
I am no longer waiting for the time to be right; the time is always now. 
I am no longer waiting for the mate who will complete me; I am 
grateful to be so warmly, tenderly held. 
I am no longer waiting for a quiet moment; my heart can be stilled 
whenever it is called. 
I am no longer waiting for the world to be at peace; I unclench my 
grasp and breathe peace in and out. 
I am no longer waiting to do something great; being awake to carry my 
grain of sand is enough. 
I am no longer waiting to be recognized; I know that I dance in a holy 
circle. 
I am no longer waiting for Forgiveness. I believe, I Believe. 
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Our Minister elect Rev William Hall 


