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Dear Church Family, 

I love church! There's so much about church that I love – I love the people, I 

love going to church, I love the worship services, I love being part of all that the 

church does. And I love our church - Aylestone Baptist Church has so much to 

offer and so much to love. We are a great community of people, and we have 

such a great purpose and calling. 

Church is more than just what we do and the building we meet in. The Church 

is the body of Christ here on earth today. When Jesus was physically here on 

earth thousands of years ago, He was building the foundation of His Church. He 

gathered a group of people together and taught and discipled them as they 

followed Him. Those people would go on to spread His message of love, 

repentance, and forgiveness. They would form communities of other disciples 

after Jesus's death, resurrection, and ascension. Jesus didn't build a building or 

start a worship service – He invested in individuals and groups of people who 

would proclaim His message. This has continued today, and we are the church. 

Don't you just love that we get to be part of something Jesus started thousands 

of years ago?! 

When we worship together as a church on Sunday mornings, we are joining 

billions of other Christians throughout the world who worship a risen Saviour. 

We are all part of the Church (with a capital C), worshipping in individual 

congregations, called churches. In fact, the word in the Bible for church is 

ekklesia, which means an official assembly of citizens.  

Though we will never meet them all here on this earth, we have brothers and 

sisters that are part of the same family and same body. They speak many 

different languages, live in all parts of the world (did you know there are 

churches in Antarctica?), and are part of many denominations – or no 

denomination at all. There are churches that meet in homes, under trees, in 

prisons, in tents, and in slums. I've even heard of Christians in countries where 

Christianity is illegal who meet in the bathrooms of prisons because there is no 

other safe place to talk about their faith. We can certainly be thankful for our 

lovely building and being able to meet freely to worship God.  
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I'm so glad to be part of Aylestone Baptist Church and all who call it their 

church home. People who visit from out of town tell me they feel welcome 

more than anywhere else, and people who visit from our area have been 

staying and getting involved.  

If you're not part of a church, or if you're looking for a new church home, I 

hope you consider Aylestone Baptist Church. Our Sunday morning services are 

a great place to come to initially. But if small groups or community groups are 

more your thing, we have plenty of those to offer. Either way, I hope you 

would want to be a part of what God is doing here in Aylestone.  

A friend of mine once said, “I don't just go to church – I am the church!” As part 

of God's family and the body of Christ, let's continue our mission to spread His 

love and proclaim His message by who we are and what we do. 

In Christ,                                                   Will                                                                       

 
Dates for your Diary 
 

July 
 

Saturday 3rd  AYLESTONE 2022 – FREE family event on the Park 
    (Aylestone Hall Gdns), Open Air Service at 11am. 
 
Sunday 10th  BAPTISMAL SERVICE, 10am. 
 
Monday 25th – Friday 29th    Children’s HOLIDAY CLUB –     
                                              JUNGLE ADVENTURE  
 

August 
 

Mondays    1st  / 8th  /  15th /  22nd  Kids Summer Film Club, 11am – 2pm. 
 
Tuesday 16th – Thursday 18th   HOLIDAY@HOME for the 3rd Age. 
 
Saturday 27th  FUN DAY – stalls, bouncy slide, refreshments, raising  
    Funds for SIGMA charity. 
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Celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – 
 Our own   “POSH TEAPARTY” 
 
Early in 2022, probably shortly after it was announced there would be a 
Celebration for the Jubilee, it was suggested that we should put on our 
own tea party to celebrate.    
And so it began …. Advance warning of the event was given, plans were in 
place.  Tickets were designed, lists begun.  Tickets were available from Jill 
and Dorothy and they didn’t take long to sell.  

 
After Open House on 2nd June the 
transformation began.  Some chairs 
were removed, others were covered, 
tables put up and the change began to 
take place.  Each table was identified by 
a picture of a different Royal Residence 
and a Union Jack in the flower display. 
 

Come the day and with cakes made and shopping 
done, the team assembled to spread, fill and slice the 
mountain of sandwiches.  With everything ready, the 
guests began to arrive, resplendent in their “posh” 
frocks, waistcoats and ties, guests were escorted to 
their tables, the Church was filled with the buzz of 
happy chatter. 
 

The afternoon officially began with the 
singing of The National  Anthem and 
Grace.  Tea was served -  trays of 
sandwiches placed on each table, pots of 

tea were filled and refilled 
several times. Strawberries 
and cream then trays of 
dainty cakes and cream 
scones followed on.   
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Musical entertainment from Beth and 
a final rousing chorus of “Land of 
Hope and Glory” brought the 
celebration to a fitting close.  
 
Everyone who attended said how 
much they had enjoyed the event 
(and can we have another one next 
year!) and we must say a very big 
“Thank you” to everyone involved 
and to ASDA who gave us a grant, 
enabling us to have those little extras.  
 
Ruth German. 
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The Dash Poem (By Linda Ellis) 

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend 

He referred to the dates on the tombstone 

 from the beginning... to the end 

                                                                                                               

He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke the following date 

with tears,  

But he said what mattered most of all was the dash [-] between those 

years 

 

For that dash represents all the time that they spent alive on earth. 

And now only those who loved them know what that little line is worth 

 

For it matters not, how much we own, the cars...the house...the cash. 

What matters is how we live and love and how we spend our dash. 

 

So, think about this long and hard. are there things you'd like to change? 

For you never know how much time is left that can still be rearranged. 

 

If we could just slow down enough to consider what's true and real 

And always try to understand the way other people feel. 

 

And be less quick to anger and show appreciation more 

And love the people in our lives like we've never loved before. 

 

If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile, 

Remembering this special dash might only last a little while 

 

So, when your eulogy is being read with your life's actions to rehash... 

Would you be proud of the things they say about how you spent  

YOUR dash? 
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Church Family News 
Wendy and Barry Hall were finally able to 
celebrate their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary, four weeks later than planned 
due to Wendy’s illness.  It was worth 
waiting for, and they enjoyed a celebratory 
weekend with family, church friends, and a 
lovely Blessing in Church. 
 

Congratulations to Jill and Ron on the birth 
of their grandson, Lucas.  May God bless him and keep him always, and 
may he be a blessing to his family.  
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Martin Pantling as he undergoes 
further cancer treatment.  
 

We thank God that Jeff Kingsley-Mills is making a good recovery after 
suffering a stroke whilst on holiday in Greece.  Our love and prayers for 
Chris and Jeff on the death of Chris’ beloved brother, Rae.   
 

We pray for a good recovery for Wendy Chapman who fell and broke her 
wrist (whilst walking her new dog but we are assured it was not Luna’s 
fault!). 
 

Rev. Brian Thomas. 
After some years of failing health, Brian passed away at his home in West 
Moors, Dorset, with his beloved wife Beryl at his side.  
Brian was baptised at his home church in Swansea at the age of 14, and 
from an early age he knew he had been called to be a Baptist minister.  He 
ministered in two churches in Wales before moving to Aylestone where he 
was our minister for 21 years.  During this time ABC grew from being one 
of the smallest churches in Leicester to a thriving congregation.  In his 
time there were many baptisms, Holiday Club flourished, we held many 
Church Family Camps all around the country, and we built on the present 
lounge and servery, at the same time refitting the church with new chairs, 
new heating and carpet.  
Brian and Beryl retired to Dorset to be near their family, but always kept 
the keenest interest on how our church and congregation were doing, and 
always kept us in their prayers.  
 “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”  
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B.M.S. BIRTHDAY SCHEME 
Happy Birthday and thank you to :  
 
July 21st  Grace Elliot 
July 23rd  Maxine Elliot 
July 25th  Duncan Ellis 
July 27th  Sarah Brazier 
July 29th  Angela Wafforne 
July 31st  Steve Gray 
 
August 4th  Sophie Gray 
August 4th  Aaron Johnson Muskwe 
August 10th Annette Johnson 
August 18th Stanley Mackley 
 
  *************************************  
 
What’s on for 3rd Age: 
 
Lunch Club Thursday July 7th.  Lunch Club is then closed for the 
   Summer break – re-open September 15th. 
 
The Open House   Thursday July 14th.  The Open House is then closed 
   For the summer break – re-open September 8th 
 
Tuesday Group       Tuesday July 12th – outing.  Tuesday Group re-starts 
   After the Summer break on Tuesday 6th September. 
 
HOLIDAY@HOME August 16th / 17th / 18th 
 
Tuesday 16th: 11am coffee & quizzes,  12.30 lunch, 2pm crafts,  
   4.30 afternoon tea. 
Wednesday 17th 11am coffee & quizzes,  12.30 lunch, 2pm Film – Carousel 
   4.30pm afternoon tea. 
Thursday 18th Coach trip to Springfields Shopping Outlet in Spalding.  
Cost:  £10 per day – booking essential see Dorothy or Jill or ‘phone 
           0116 2836422. 
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God so loved the world….   (John 3: 16) 
 
 God so loved the world, 
 So why don’t we? 
 Why do we exploit, destroy 
 And despoil all we see? 
 
 God so loved the world, 
 And expects us to care, 
 To protect, to guard and to love, 
 All that is there. 
 
 God so loved the world, 
 And watches as it burns, 
 With heat generated by greed,   
 And exploitation, but who learns?  
 
 God so loved the world, 
 And made us stewards to care, 
 For animals, birds and fish of the sea,  
 With so many no longer there. 
 
 God so loved the world 
 Jesus shows us the way, 
 To live lives worthy of 
 His calling today. 
 
 God so loved the world, 
 Faith without works is dead, 
 We need to live lives of 
 Service, and consider others instead. 
 
 God so loved the world, 
 Every last part of it. 
 We too must love, live 
 Work, and give our every last bit. 
 
       (David Statham) 

9 



 
What’s on for Children over the Summer months…. 
 
School’s out    BUT… 
Don’t get bored over the summer…. Join the 
 
 
 
JUNGLE ADVENTURE Holiday Club, 25th – 29th July, 
9.34 – 12.15 each morning.  £15 per child.  Contact 
Beth:  07805802161 
 
 
   And then, still more fun with the  
 
 
    KIDS’  SUMMER  FILM  CLUB   
 
Held on Mondays during August 
-  1st  / 8th / 15th/22nd      
               11am  – 2pm. 
 
Watch a film,  then enjoy a 
home cooked lunch. 
 
Cost: £1 per child.    Children 
under 10 must be accompanied 
by an adult. 
 

  
              Book in :    
 
email: dozzamac46@icloud.com              

    
              Or ‘phone   0116 2836422 
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Smile-a-while….  
 

A police recruit was asked during the exam, “what 
would you do if you had to arrest your own 
mother?”  He answered, “Call for backup!” 
 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus  
with them to Jerusalem.  A small child replied, “They couldn’t get a 
babysitter.” 
 

Year 8 will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the Church basement 
Friday at 7pm.  The congregation is invited to attend this tra gedy. 
 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First Presbyterian Church.  
Please use the large double doors at the side entrance. 
 

The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the 
congregation.  The pastor will preach his farewell message, after which 
the choir will sing, “Break forth into joy”. 
 

A songfest was hell at the Methodist church last Wednesday.  
 

A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son 
ran up to him, grabbed his hand and led him to the shore where a seagull 
lay dead in the sand.  “Daddy, what happened to him?” the son asked.  
“He died and went to heaven” the dad replied.  The boy thought for a 
moment then said, “Did God throw him back down?” 
 

*******************************  
CAN YOU FIND 16 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE IN THIS PARAGRAPH ?  
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible (merely by a 
fluke).  It kept people looking so hard for the facts and for others it was a 
revelation.  Some were in a jam, especially since the name of the books 
were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of 
readers.  To others it was a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating 
few moments for you.  Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot.  
Others may require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit it usually 
takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations 
when it is found.  A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can 
concentrate better. See how well you can complete.  Relax now.  There 
really are sixteen names of books in this story.  
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CHRISTIAN AID 
Thanks to everyone who posted envelopes for the Christian Aid 
Collection, and to Beth for organising the “Choirs & Cakes” evening.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Unfortunately the envelope scheme didn’t 
raise as much as in previous years, but the 
musical evening, with ABC and Granby School 
choirs, beautiful harp solo by Rowen, Vicar of 
St.Andrews Church, and other items, was a 
huge success and we were able to send £700 to 
Christian Aid. 
 
 

*************************** 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to 
Chanel Holcroft, who won a Platinum Jubilee  colouring 
competition 
that was held at Oadby Library.  
 
 
 
 
 
         *********************** 

A wise old owl lived in an oak  
The more he heard, the less he spoke,  
The less he spoke, the more he heard,  
O, if man were all like that wise old bird!  
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  QU0TES 
Nurse Edith Cavell  -  1865 to 1915. 
 

Edith Cavell served as a nurse in a Brussels hospital 
during the First World War, saving the lives of men 
from both sides of the  
conflict.  After helping one serviceman to escape 
back to Britain, she dedicated herself to helping and 
around 200 soldiers were enabled to escape back 
home.   
She was found out, and after being kept in solitary 
confinement for several weeks was tricked by the Germans into a 
confession. 
Edith was executed by firing squad, the following are among her 
last words: 
   “I realise that patriotism is not enough.  
                I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone.”  
 

A brave woman.  If you are holidaying in Norfolk and have a day in 
Norwich, visit the Cathedral,  seek out Edith’s grave and think on 
her words. 
 
Sir Isaac Newton -  1642 – 1727. 
 

Isaac Newton was one of our most influential 
scientists, a great mathematician, physicist, 
astronomer, alchemist, theologian and author, 
and yet this quote is what he said of himself:  
 

 “I do not know what I may appear to the world, but to 
 myself I seem to have been only a boy playing on the  
 seashore, and diverting myself in now and then finding   
 a smoother pebble or a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst  
 the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered before me.”   
 

If you’re planning days out over the summer, then why not visit 
Newton’s home and “hands on” Science Centre at Woolsthorpe 
Manor near Grantham (NG33 5PD).     13 
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Aylestone Baptist Church 
Lutterworth Road Aylestone Leicester LE2 8PE ‘Ph 0116 2832527 

Minister  Rev. Will Hall  
 
 

Weekly & Fortnightly Activities  

 

Sunday 
          10.00am      Morning Service / Junior Church / Crèche Facilities  
                            Communion on the third Sunday of each month 
          
    
Tuesday  
      11.00am   3rd Age Tuesday Fellowship & Bible Study (Fortnightly)  
                         
           
Thursday  
    11.00am           Community Lunch Club (Fortnightly)  
    11.00am                        The Open House. For the over 50’s   (Fortnightly)  
                          
     
         Loop System Installed  

 
                 
                

                 Wheel   Chair Access  
 
 

         

WC Facilities  

       
Church Membership, Baptism, Infants Dedication, Weddings, 
Funerals, House Groups, Community Lunch Club, The Open House. 
 
To find out more about church membership, Baptism, Youth & 
Children’s activities. Or any of the activities  
Contact our minister Rev. Will Hall  email: aylestonebc@gmail.com  

 
AND VISIT OUR WESITE 

www.aylestonebaptistchurch.org.uk 
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU  
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