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Dear Church Family, 

As we begin a new year, I hope 2022 will be a time of spiritual growth for us – 

as individuals, as families, and as a church. This can be a year for us to actively 

grow in our relationship with God by seeking to know Him better and to serve 

Him as His children. This kind of growth can happen once we acknowledge that 

we need to grow and have a desire to grow. So pause now and ask God to help 

you grow closer to Him. 

 

1 Peter 3:18 says we are to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ.”  

We as Baptists are so good at experiencing God through hearing His Word, 

studying, praying, singing, and gathering together. This is growing in the 

knowledge of Christ. But do we also seek to grow in His grace?  

 

Growth happens through training and discipline. The Bible tells us to train 

ourselves to be godly (1 Timothy 4:7-8). Activities that help deepen and enrich 

our spiritual lives are called “spiritual disciplines.” Now, no one likes the word 

“discipline.” But you get the idea – they are not always easy, but spiritual 

disciplines train and develop us be more like who God wants us to be. These 

disciplines grow our character, train us to depend more on God, and put us 

more in tune with Him. Here are a few spiritual disciplines you may want to 

practice or train more with this year: 

 

Silence – This may come easier for those of us who are quieter or don't have 

noisy family members around. But silence is more than just not talking. It's 

listening and submitting to God's presence by stilling our own voice and 

business. Take some time to intentionally practice silence, and draw close to 

God as you do. 
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Meditation – While Eastern meditation tries to get us to empty our mind, 

Christian meditation helps us to fill our mind with the things of God. Open your 

Bible and read a short passage. Pause, pray for God to speak to you through 

the passage, then read it again. Repeat this slowly until you experience God 

teaching you something new about Himself. 

 

Serving – Using your time and talents for the Lord is a way for you to connect 

with Him and His people more. You can follow Christ's example of love and 

compassion by going out of your way to serve those in need and building up 

the body of Christ. 

 

Fasting – Denying your own desires for a time can help you to rely more on our 

Father's provision. You can give up food for a period of time (though do this 

with caution, and start with a short fast of one or two meals if you've never 

done it before). You an also give up other pleasures, such as TV, your phone, or 

the internet for a period of time to focus on God. 

 

Giving – Giving is a spiritual discipline that turns our heart to what we give to. 

Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 

6:21). If we give to the church, our heart grows for the church. If we give to the 

needy, we realise how fortunate we are and how we can impact other lives. If 

we give to missions, we multiply our passion for the nations to know Christ. 

Give generously and sacrificially as a discipline. 

 

Worship – It's easy to sing songs and declare God's greatness at church when 

we are gathered with His people. But you may find it just as enriching to do this 

in the quietness of your own home, or in a family devotion time. Make a 

playlist of your favourite worship songs, and find some new ones to add. Focus 

on the words and their meaning, and pray them as your praise to God. You can 

worship when driving, gardening, exercising, or before or after your devotion 

time. 
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Prayer – I'm sure we all pray, but we can all be better at it. Find new ways to 

pray as you train yourself for spiritual intimacy. Some different ways to pray 

include: praying through Scripture, praying one word at a time (for example: 

“Help!”), writing or typing out your prayers, spending as much time listening as 

you do sharing your requests with God, praying with someone new, praying 

through the news, praying for each person as you scroll through your contacts 

list, emails, or social media.  

 

I'm excited about the new opportunities that 2022 brings, and I hope you are, 

too. It's hard to believe that I've already been the minister of Aylestone Baptist 

Church for four months. This is only the beginning of something great! Thank 

you for being part of this wonderful church family. 

 

Growing in grace and truth with you, 

Will 

 

***************************************** 

Happy Birthday & Thank You on behalf of BMS birthday Scheme to… 
 
January 8th  Rachel Connor. 
January 14th Barry Hall.  
January 18th Cindy Elliott 
January 20th Rachel Vernon. 
 
February  6th Joseph Elliot. 
February 15th Jill Walton. 
February 16th Mick Elliot. 
 
If you wish to join the Birthday Scheme please see Denise Vernon. 
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Dates for your Diary in January/February 2022: 
 

January 
 

Tuesday 11th  Tuesday Group re-starts 
 
Thursday 13th  Open House re-starts 
 
Thursday 20th  Lunch Club re-starts 
 
Sunday 23rd  Service at St. Andrews to mark the Week of Prayer for 
    Christian Unity. 4pm. 

February 
 

Sunday 13th  Messy Church,  4.30 – 6pm. 
 
 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

Our sympathies to Laura Westwood and family on the passing of Laura’s dearly 
loved mother.  The past few years had been difficult, and we thank God that 
she is now at peace, and Laura has the comfort of knowing that she is resting 
with our Lord. 
 

Wendy Hall had a bad fall and has broken a number of ribs, confounded by then 
contracting Covid.  We pray for healing and that she will soon be out of pain. 
 

Rev. Brian Thomas is very poorly and in hospital in Poole where he and Beryl 
retired to.  Please keep Brian and Beryl in your prayers. 
 
Many of our members and friends have contracted Covid over the past few 
weeks, thank God none have been hospitalised, and we pray for full recovery 
and return to normal life. 
 
A number of our members have been given a diagnosis of cancer and are 
embarking on treatment in the next few weeks.  We pray the God of Comfort to 
enfold them in His loving arms as they face an uncertain future. 
 
Please remember Ruth Hopkins in your prayers as she is very unwell at the 
moment.  Ruth is still in Grey Ferrers Nursing home, where she is very content. 
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A look back over Christmas 2021…. 
 

We knew that Christmas was coming 
when Stan, Duncan and Ben were 
busying around outside the Church – 
and hey presto there was a fabulous 
tunnel of lights, illuminated Nativity, 
beautiful Christmas tree (donated by  
Steve Atkinson in memory of Liz).  

Over the weeks there were many comments of appreciation from passers by, 
bringing a smile in the dark December days. 
 
Events started in earnest with the Christmas Market on Nov.27th.   
Everyone was so excited to be back, crowds 
came in, eager to buy the beautiful hand-
made crafts and cakes, the bargain bric-a-
brac, and enjoy a festive meal.  
This year Santa had a non-stop flow of starry-
eyed children (he needed a lie down before 
Christmas eve!) and the Grotto looked 
particularly beautiful.  
A record £1,500 was raised for Church funds. 
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The Spirit of Aylestone Advent Service on 28th Nov. saw us welcome friends 
from St. Andrews, St. Edwards and Church of the Nativity, to join us for a 
service to mark the beginning of Advent. 
 

Monday 6th and folks from the 3rd Age groups came along to a 
Film Afternoon, enjoying the updated fairytale, “Enchanted”, 
followed by a scrumptious tea, kindly provided for us by ASDA – 
our thanks to Debbie, their pink-haired advocate. 
 
 

The Service on 5th December was a fun-filled 
all age event, bringing the Christmas story to 
life, during which donations for the Salvation 
Army Food Bank were given.  Once again the 
response was wonderful, with daily essentials 
plus Christmas goodies, which were gratefully 
received. 
 

 

December 12th and Carols in the Park was wrought with difficulties.   
Would we get permission due to the pandemic, would they allow toilets or 
refreshments, there were many e-mails and phone calls back and forth, but  
finally it was agreed and the event went ahead.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 



It was a beautiful, mild evening.  The 
Community rose to the occasion and 
about 400 gathered round as the 
Southfields Brass Band played carols, 
everyone reading their carol sheets by 
the  light of the finger torches provided.  
The lovely people from the Bowls Club 
provided tea and coffee and hot mince 
pies, and many children dressed up (over 
their coats) for the Nativity tableau.  

 
Special thanks to Leicester City 
Council for funding this event and 
for their help on the day and £312 
was raised through donations to be 
split between Christian Aid and 
Rainbows charity. 
 
 
 
 
 
On 16th December the Lunch Club and Open House had their Carol Service 
and Christmas Dinner.  This was a great success – thanks to all for the hard 
work involved in the background, and to Will and Beth for the Service. 
 
Sunday 19th and the atmospheric Carols by Candlelight was bringing the 
reality of Christmas closer, special thanks to David and Erica Statham for the 
thought provoking sketches. 
 
The Sunday School had fun with a party for the younger age group, and a 
trip to Laser Quest with the teenagers (Will was a popular target!). 
 
Carols for Kids was sadly cancelled due to ever rising Covid cases, but the 
11.30pm Communion Service on Christmas Eve was a beautiful service to 
take us into Christmas Day. 
 
Although there were difficulties due to the Pandemic, we thank God that we 
were able to enjoy many Christmas Blessings. 
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SIGMA UPDATE 
The Church in Akividu continues to grow strongly, as do the recently planted 
two new ‘Calvary Baptist Churches’ in villages nearby. The Church continues 
also to support established village Churches in the area. We thank God for the 
way he is working. God is not only touching the hearts and lives of the many 
poor people, but also those in high positions locally – for example in a recent 
email  Pastor Sukumar wrote:-  
 
We  invited Ex-chairman of a famous Hindu temple in India (TTD Board 
Chairman) to attend one of the big events in our Christmas programme. He 
appreciated my message on the topic of  ‘why God has come to the world.’  
I said that God did not come to establish a caste or creed or a race, he came to 
the Earth to establish peace and spread love.’ I explained that while we 
humans have allowed religion to divide humans, the humanity of Jesus has 
made it possible to join the humans who were divided by religion, caste. God 
has come to this world to show humanity that we must love our neighbour as 
we love ourself. After listening to the message he gave a wonderful testimony 
that he has never heard such a wonderful message in his life and said that his 
heart is filled with joy. All the TV Channels and News papers published this. 

We are also aware that there are dangers as well as encouragements. The 
government and local radical fundamentalist Hindus continue to make life 
difficult and dangerous for Christians, and Satan is also stirring against the 
successes – Sukumar and Suguna were recently attacked by [sacred] cows and 
were fortunate to escape with their lives, or at least serious injury. The injuries 
they did receive were comparatively light – very bad bruising and some cracked 
ribs. Please pray for their protection as they serve our God.  
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A number of ABC folk send Christmas cards to persecuted Christians through 
Christian Solidarity Wordwide [CSW]. In the next few magazines I’ll share some 
of the situations around the world for you to pray about. Writing a letter or 
sending a card is always a great blessing to these sufferers. This edition I am 
focussing on some African countries. Please ask me if you want any more 

details, addresses etc. – Stan 😊  
 

ERITREA - Many Eritrean Christians have been forced to flee their country due 
to the severe oppression they face on account of their faith. As they waited for 
acceptance in third countries, they have established their own worshipping 
communities. These are essentially refugee churches. Many of these Christians 
still live cautiously because the Eritrean authorities have been known to track 
down and harass people even outside Eritrea. Cards sent to the church in Kenya 
have been an amazing encouragement to many. 
 

NIGERIA - Archbishop Benjamin Argak Kwashi is the General 
Secretary of the Global Anglican Future Conference [Galcon] 
and a prominent and eloquent advocate for Christians in 
Northern and Central Nigeria. His family experienced two 
brutal attacks but made a full recovery. The Archbishop was 
recently healed of cancer. Please pray for the family’s 
continued health, safety and strength in the midst of ongoing tensions in 
central Nigeria. Pray too for his wife Dr Gloria Kwashi 
 

SUDAN – There have been significant changes in Sudan since former President 
Omar ai Bashir was deposed and a Transitional Government took over in 
September 2019. The new political leaders have provided assurances to 
Churches and Christians in Sudan that they would work to address the 
violations of the past. While the government grapples with these changes, 
churches continue to prepare legal cases to claim back from the government 
land and assets confiscated during the last 30 years, when Church buildings 
were confiscated and sold. Some church leaders were charged with criminal 
trespass for entering their churches. 
 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC – Over 30 000 people fled the country and tens of 
thousands were displaced internally due to violence surrounding the 2020/21 
general elections that pitted armed groups against government forces backed 
by the UN peacekeeping mission, Rwandan troops and Russian paramilitaries. 
Episodes of violence continue, leaving the most vulnerable civilians at risk. 
Churches of all denominations are responding to support their communities, 
despite their own vulnerability.  
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What’s on for the 3rd Age for January/February 2022. 
 
Lunch Club 
Held on alternate Thursdays, three course meal for £5, 
at 12.45 – church open  for coffee and chat from 11am.  
No need to book but please let us know any special 
dietary needs. 
 
Thursday January  20th. 
Thursday February 3rd / 17th 
Thursday March 3rd. 
 
 
 
 

The Open House 
Alternate Thursdays, from 11am for coffee & chat, 
knitting, board games, followed by lunch 
consisting of main course and lots of puddings £3. 
 
Thursday January  13th / 27th 
Thursday February 10th / 24th  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday Group 
Held fortnightly, 11am for coffee, 11.30am Bible study 
and discussion, followed by 2 course lunch.  All 
welcome. 
 
Tuesday January  11th / 25th 
Tuesday February  8th / 22nd. 
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Things you might not have known about LEICESTERSHIRE …..  
 
John Wycliffe (1329 – 84) – the first man to translate 
the Bible into English, was Rector of Lutterworth, and 
was buried there. 
A friend of John of Gaunt, Wycliffe spoke out against 
the corruption of the Roman Catholic church and the payment of 

taxes and indulgences to the Pope.  He believed that education should be 
available to all, and to this purpose he began his translation of the Bible. 
His supporters became known as Lollards, from the Dutch “to speak softly or 
mumble”. 
After his death, the Roman Catholic church ordered Wycliffe’s body to be dug 
up and thrown into the River Swift, which runs through Lutterworth. 
Most of Wycliffe’s English Bibles were destroyed by the church and the Bible 
continued to be written in Latin until the time of William Tyndale. 
 
In 1530, Cardinal Wolsey, Lord Chancellor to Henry V111, was buried 
beneath the lady chapel in the ruins of Leicester Abbey in Abbey 
Park.  He came here,  sick and broken, while on his way to face 
treason charges in London.   
He fell from his mule at the doors of the Abbey and died a few days later. 
 
George Frederick Handel  

Often stayed at the Gopsall Estate near Market Bosworth, and 
composed the music for the MESSIAH in a temple in the 
grounds. 
His friend, Charles Jennens, whose grandfather owned the 
estate, wrote the words. 

 
Thomas Cook, 1841, organised the world’s first Package Tour from 
Leicester to a Temperance Meeting in Loughborough. 
 

Joseph Merrick, the Elelphant Man, was born in 
Leicester in 1862,  He was paraded as a freak at a theatre 
on the corner of Wharf Street, and for a while worked for his uncle 
at No.6 Churchgate, but frightened away all the customers.  He 
died in 1890. 

 
Radio Leicester opened in 1967, was Britain’s first local Radio Station. 
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Have you discovered the hidden gem in Aylestone of the 
AYLESTONE FARM SHOP. 

 
Situated at the bottom of Marsden Lane, David fills 
the shop with potatoes from his father’s farm, 
locally sourced free range eggs, an extensive 
variety of fruit and veg, and a range of jams and 
chutneys.  You can also see the horses popping 
their heads over the stable doors, and sometimes 
the farrier replacing the horse’s shoes. 

David always gives us a good 
deal on the vegetables for our 
Lunch Club for which we thank 
him, and wish him many more 
good years serving the 
community. 
 
 
 
  ************************************ 
Christmas is behind us – but here are a couple of jokes to tide you over until 
next year……. 
 
Overheard at the post office counter: 
Woman:            “I’d like 100 Christmas stamps please” 
Clerk:        “What denomination?” 
Woman:        “Has it really come to that ?   
                             OK then, I’ll take 50 Protestant and 50 Catholic.” 
 
 
What do you call a bunch of chess players bragging about their games in a hotel 
lobby? 
 Chess nuts boasting in a open foyer !! 
 
A word of advice…   If you are thinking of taking up cross country skiing – 
        Start with a small country. 
 

13 



 



Aylestone Baptist Church 
Lutterworth Road Aylestone Leicester LE2 8PE 

Minister  Rev. Will Hall  
 
 

Weekly & Fortnightly Activities  

 

Sunday 
          10.00am      Morning Service / Junior Church / Crèche Facilities  
                            Communion on the third Sunday of each month 
          
   Messy Church once a month 4.30 – 6pm.   
                                             starts 13th Feb – see web site for other dates.  
Tuesday  
      11.00am   3rd Age Tuesday Fellowship & Bible Study (Fortnightly)  
                         
           
Thursday  
    11.00am           Community Lunch Club (Fortnightly)  
    11.00am                                                    The Open House. For the over 50’s   (Fortnightly)  
                          
     
         Loop System Installed  

 
                 
                

                 Wheel   Chair Access  
 
 

         

WC Facilities  

       
Church Membership, Baptism, Infants Dedication, Weddings, 
Funerals, House Groups, Community Lunch Club, The Open House, 
& Messy Church. 
To find out more about church membership, Baptism, Youth & 
Children’s activities. Or any of the activities  
Contact our minister Rev. Will Hall  email: aylestonebc@gmail.com  

 
AND VISIT OUR WESITE 

www.aylestonebaptistchurch.org.uk 
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU  

mailto:aylestonebc@gmail.com
http://www.aylestonebaptistchurch.org.uk/

