
In March, a little three-year-old boy with cerebral palsy 
came to the clinic, he was having a constant cough and 
frequently pneumonia. Lois' colleague Isaac (see photo) 
was able to assess his swallow and to show his parents 
how to thicken liquid and adjust food so that he can 
swallow safely. To date, this is a boy has stopped 
coughing when eating and has not had pneumonia since. 
He has improved so much that his parents have brought 
him back to clinic, so that Isaac can start working on his 
communication, which is also making progress. This little 
boy and his family have been a huge encouragement to 
the Faith Over Fear Speech and Language Therapy 
team.

Many of the activities for the speech therapy project had 
been suspended this year. We are hopeful that in the 
new year, some of these will be able to resume, including 
running support groups, group therapy and community 
outreaches. Dry season is just round the corner, so 
groups can meet outside and share together. We are 
hoping that universities will also reopen in the soon, 
which will allow Isaac to further train as an audiologist, on 
a weekend course. This would have a huge effect on our 
work, as there is currently no access to hearing tests for 
children in Gulu.
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Dearest Friends,

Season's Greetings to you from Gulu. This is our last 
letter of the year and what a year it has been for 
everyone. I'm sure as we all reflect on 2020, there will be 
sadness and disappointment, dreams unfilled and hopes 
dashed, but as Christmas approaches we are reminded 
that there was and is a Light that shines in the darkness 
and we know Him by name.

As we reflect on this year, although not without trial, we 
recognise that in many ways we have been in an 
incredibly fortunate situation. This has made us all the 
more grateful; opening our eyes further to the inequalities 
and injustices of the world and our overly privileged place 
within it. For us, we have neither experienced the daily 
hardship of Ugandan brothers and sisters nor those 
difficulties for you in the UK and beyond, with isolation, 
loss of loved ones and winter on its way. We do think of 
you all often and pray for hope and strength in this time. It 
is in dark times when lights shine brightest and they have 
certainly been some lights this year.

(Reu and Nell sporting outfits from the second hand market)



Many of you gave generously to BMS' Covid appeal, and 
you may remember us buying extra seeds for the farmers 
that we work with. Those harvests have come in, and the 
farmers who benefited from your generosity, have now 
reciprocated that generosity, by donating over a ton of 
maize to the Baptist Church in Kasese to distribute there. 
It has been encouraging to see small acts of kindness, 
snowballing and blessing people on their way.

For those of you who love to pray..

-Elections are in January and there has already been
some election violence. Please pray for no more loss of
life and that the elections will be free and fair.

-We are still look for a new home for our team office in
Gulu, pray that God has a place where we can stay
together as a team and that the agricultural business
can grow.

We know Christmas is going to be hard for many of you. 
There is sadness in not being able to see all of your 
loved ones, we do understand. Our prayer for you this 
Christmas, is that you will know Jesus, our Emmanuel, 
closer than ever before, that His glorious light will 
brighten your darkest of days, that His Hope and Peace 
will reign in your hearts, and that His Joy will be your 
strength.

Thank you for standing with us in these times and 
always, and we hope that 2021 will bring us together 
again,

With much love and every blessing

Joe, Lois, Connie, Reuben and Eleanor

xxxxx

If you would like to support Joe and Lois Ovenden by prayer and committed
regular giving, visit bmsworldmission.org/partners or call 01235 517617 for a
24:7 Partners leaflet.
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