
Dearest friends,

Hello again from Yorkshire, this time as we near the end
of our Home Assignment. Before we left Uganda for this
visit, we were having mixed feelings about returning,
especially as the UK had returned to lockdown and all
church visits remained online. This Home Assignment
has been a great blessing though. We have managed to
get much more time with friends and family than
anticipated and it has been good for the children to
refresh their memories of life in the UK. Several
birthdays have been celebrated, accompanied with
amazing cakes made by Grandma Ovenden.

But now we're keen to return to Gulu, not least because
this will be our last term of service before returning to
live in the UK from next Spring and ending with BMS in
the summer of 2022. After much prayer, thought,
deliberation and processing we are at peace with the
decision and feel that the timing is right. As we approach
the end of a cycle of work in Gulu, we want to step aside
as others take the work further; returning to the UK also
feels like the right thing. When we leave next year, we
will have been with BMS for 11 years and in Uganda for
nearly 8. All of our family life has been in Uganda and so
the transition for us all will be significant.

The natural question for many has been: 'what will be
next?' For now, the future is a big unknown. We don't yet
know where we will be or what we will do for work. We
are trusting God that the next season will become clear
in his time and that he will continue to guide and guard
each step. Our focus for now is still very much in
Uganda; there is a lot to be done before we depart, and
we want to make this final year as good a handover as
possible. The team in Uganda are fantastic and we know
we will be leaving everything in very capable hands.

Whilst we have been in the UK there has been a new
addition to the team: Innocent Jimmy Komakech is our
new Agricultural Field Officer. He joined Genesis'
agricultural team in May and comes with lots of
experience and enthusiasm, he was out in the field on
his very first day! We are looking forward to meeting him
and it's encouraging to see the work evolving and
growing. The agroforestry project has started and is
going well, please continue to pray for Genesis and his
team in this exciting new phase of work. Plans for a new
office base in Gulu also continue to move along. Watch
this space for news in the coming months.

Isaac has started his audiology course and is already
having exams. Unfortunately, after the admissions
process, the university changed the course from being
weekends-only to running through the working week. So
Isaac is now having to attend lectures on Mondays and
Fridays and catch up on missed material on weekends.
This is a less than ideal situation, but he is making the
most of it. At the moment, the burden of therapy work
falls almost exclusively on Isaac's shoulders and we
need to find ways of growing the team further. Lois is
looking into other funding routes to expand the team and
different approaches that are less dependent on fully
qualified therapists. A recent cohort of speech and
language therapists has just graduated and are looking
for work, so the potential is there.
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Having had relatively very few Covid cases to date, 
Uganda has missed the horrors that other countries 
have experienced in the last year. However, in recent 
weeks cases have started to increase significantly and 
the vaccination programme remains very limited. There 
are simply not enough vaccine doses in Uganda to 
vaccinate everyone and there is also a lot of scepticism 
about the vaccines themselves. In early June new 
lockdown restrictions were been put in place with 
education institutions once again being closed. Many 
schools had not fully reopened 12 months after the first 
lockdown and the consequences for most children's 
education is dire. Talking with friends and colleagues, 
there appears to be more concern about Covid than 
previously and people are worried about what further 
restrictions will mean and for how long they will be in 
place. Please pray for wisdom and clarity for those 
making decisions.

Despite Covid restrictions, our church, University 
Community Church (UCC), has had a wonderful season 
of growth with many students plugging into the church. 
In particular, 'Soul Sistaz' and 'Men of Honour' student 
groups have been growing and going deeper. We are 
very much looking forward to getting back to our church 
and meeting the new students. We hope that that the 
cessation of services in this second lockdown won't 
curtail too many activities.

For those of you who watched the Baptist Assembly 
online this year, you may have seen some of the worship 
led by UCC. Joe recorded the worship before we left for 
Home Assignment, (see photo) and we think it went 
pretty well! If you missed it, you can find the video 
recordings through the BMS website. And, if you'd like a 
little slice of the joy for yourself or your church, BMS are 
preparing the videos so you'll be able to download them 
and include them in your own services.

We are grateful that we have both managed to get our 
first vaccine doses and have decided to extend our time 
in the UK by two weeks to allow us to get our second 
doses. With all the uncertainty in the world around Covid 
and travel, we feel this makes sense. Although the 
children have enjoyed the UK, they are very much ready 
to return to Gulu as soon as possible. Please pray for us 
in these last few weeks in the UK and the transition back 
to Gulu. Travelling as a family is always very stressful, 
but travelling during this pandemic has been exceedingly 
more complicated and taxing. The emotional toll of
'goodbyes', 'hellos' readjustment and transition for the 
children always presents challenges as well.

Thank you, as always, for your love and support. It was 
wonderful to reconnect with many of you during our 
Home Assignment, virtually or in person. We do have a 
6-minute update video which we used for some online 
services and meetings, so if you would like a copy for 
your church's use then please get in touch and we can 
send you a download link. A particularly big thank you, 
goes to our home church: STC Sheffield. 



We have felt incredibly loved and supported – 
practically, emotionally and spiritually – and are 
especially grateful for having use of a house in Sheffield 
as a base. We even managed to have Eleanor's long 
overdue dedication!

All being well, our next update will come from Uganda;
with every blessing,

Joe, Lois, Connie, Reuben and Eleanor

xxxxx
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