
Having the opportunity to 'leave well' has been precious 
and we are so thankful for it. We are thankful for the 
meals, for the cakes (Phionah made three amazing 
goodbye cakes!), the thoughtful cards, the memories, 
the songs, the photos, the tears and the laughter. We 
are thankful that it's painful to leave, we're thankful that 
we are leaving people and a place we love. It's a good 
grief to experience.

The hardest goodbyes are for our cubs. They are saying
goodbye to the only home they've known, nearly all their
friends and their 'Gulu Family'. Thank you for praying for
them. All things considered, they're doing really well and
are enjoying being with their UK family and are slowly
beginning to process what they're experiencing.

We are exhausted but leave with hearts full. The past
eight years have rarely been easy, but they have been
filled with meaningful work, deep relationships and a lot
of joy. Not everyone gets to stay somewhere long
enough to see seeds planted, grow and fruit.
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Dear Friends,

It seems very surreal to be writing this letter whilst 
looking out on spring fields and drinking a cup of tea in 
rural Yorkshire, rather than from our home in Gulu, but 
that time has finally come. We arrived back in the UK on 
the 8th April, having had to delay our flights due to 
illness and a last minute trip to the hospital. But all's well 
that ends well!

And it has ended well. The question: “why are you 
leaving?” has been asked many times in various ways, 
and it's such a privilege to be able to say – with true 
conviction – that it is because God has called this season 
to an end. The work may not be finished, but our part in it 
has. It is time for us to step aside, to get out of the way, 
and to watch our Ugandan colleagues flourish as they 
take the work further and deeper than we ever could. It 
was with great joy that we leave a team, grown over 
many years, willing and able to do that to which God has 
called them. A team that is passionate about what they 
do. A team that is loving and supportive of each other. A 
team that God has beautifully drawn together. We are 
excited to see what the Lord has in store for them!

The last two months have been a blur of the practicalities 
of handovers, sales and giveaways, packing and 
repacking, and lots of goodbyes. We have felt thoroughly 
loved by our Gulu community. Alongside the dozens of 
'goodbyes' and 'lasts', we had three official goodbye 
celebrations, including one for work, one for church and 
one for our wider network of friends. Many speeches 
were given, meals shared and precious memories 
recounted. Our work farewell was held at Gulu Baptist 
Church and included the official commissioning of the 
new office build and a prayer walk around the rapidly 
emerging structure. The build is coming together well 
and should be completed in the next couple of months.



So, what does the next season have in store?

Well, we still have three months with BMS in the UK and
we are looking forward to seeing many of you on our
visits around the country. We will then take a five-week
sabbatical visiting family and friends in North America
before starting 'real life' in Sheffield. We really feel like
God has us in the palm of his hand and has already
shown amazing provision. Lois has a part-time job
starting in July and Joe will soon be on the job hunt.
We'll home school (or perhaps more accurately 'un-
school') the cubs for these next few months before they
start real school in September.

Through the coming months we'll sleep in more than 20
beds and travel thousands of miles across five different
countries as we transition into our new lives. So much
will change, but there are also many constants: above all
that the Lord is with us and has already gone ahead.
Before we headed overseas, God spoke to us through
these verses from Psalm 139:

Where can I go from your Spirit?

Where can I flee from your presence?

If I go up to the heavens, you are there;

if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

If I rise on the wings of the dawn,

if I settle on the far side of the sea,

even there your hand will guide me,

your right hand will hold me fast.

These verses are as true on our return as they were on
our departure.

Thank you, as ever, for journeying with us this far. You
have loved, prayed and given, shared in our joys and
our tears. We are so incredibly grateful. Please continue
to pray for us in this season of transition, and also for the
work and our colleagues in Gulu.

With every blessing,

Joe, Lois, Connie, Reuben and Eleanor.

If you would like to support Joe and Lois Ovenden by prayer and committed
regular giving, visit bmsworldmission.org/partners or call 01235 517617 for a
24:7 Partners leaflet.
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